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Bxamination «f prelimirary responses to the subject guesticnnaire
suggestes sarious considerations of & legal nature upos which the Orfice
of Ceneral Counsel might profitasly have been consultal in Initial
de/elopment of the project a3 & whole and kept more closely infurmed
aiter the project +us placed in operation. The value of such
consuldation lies in lwinging to the attention of project cese oificers,
directing the business and intelligence affairs of commarcial pro-
prietaries, probless having direct or indivect legel oce¢nmotations Jaich
might othervise be cverlocked ar inudeguately considered. Althougk
in some instances the Offise of Goneral Counsel is mot uble to
irdicate speecific anawers o Juestions of foreige lav, in wost cuses
the suggestion of the problea cerries a clue to solution and advance
notice vill enable the Office of Cenerwul Counsel iteell to provide
the dsslred informmtion vhere scurces are available or, <aere indigemous
counsel must be consulied, to esaluate the advice rendeved in relation
to headquarters plamniag.

The Office of Genaral Counsel has, of course, no facility fow
determining the rmanner in whigeh sdvice rendered has been followed.

The saxe situation prevalls in the peivete precvtice of las where ¢
client ignores or acis contrary %o the sdvies of his coupsel. In
this Agency, the burden falls in most instances upon project case
officera. Potential gain from careful comsiderstion of lagsl ques-
tions mey include, in part, greater cperational secuyity, greater
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agent contyol and grester likelihood of safeguarding Agenecy interesta
and investmonts.

In the replies exanined to Gute, cae feature deserves specis)
mentlion. Agreements, verbal and written, have of necessity been
made on frequent occmslons in the Tield. In some instances the
instrments of agreement themselves or memoranda condirming them
have been vetained in the field station without a copy being furnished
the Headquarters casc officer. The Oilice of General Covamsel in BRIy
cases bhas no Imowledge of even the exisience of such lustruments. I%
is believed that examination o' wany of these from a legel viewpolat
night prove frultful, perticularly vhere they involve cosmitments
to persons or crganizetions culside of the Ageney, in assesping the
exteat and scope of resulting obligations upom the Agency and their
relation to current operational plamning. Recent regulatory revisions
have timemed reguirenents for providing Beadguariers #ith at lesst
copies of written commitments, but vhere thess commitments antedate
these regulatory issuances or sra asgotiated by perscns wnfamilisy
with their content, adequate infarwstion of thelr existence my

8411l not reach Headquarters.
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